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ABSTRACT 

It is, perhaps, the problem of the so-called culture, or conventions of the bourgeois life at the heart of Tolstoy’s story, 

which hides “the bitter, useless pain of a failed and ruined life” (Lukács, 1974: 56) from Ivan Ilych’s eyes, and the 

problems aroused through it, encounter Ivan Ilych face to face with the absurdity of life, since “that denseness and that 

strangeness of the world is the absurd” (Camus, 1991: 11), and which way of life is denser than bourgeois life? However, 

in Ivan’s case, it is his fatal disease that finally opens his eyes to the light which has been covered before. In this study, the 

researcher tries to investigate the meaning of life and death in Tolstoy’s story, The Death of Ivan Illych, through Albert 

Camus’ theory of Absurdism, defined in his The Myth of Sisyphus, alongside three other sources about bourgeois style, one 

by Vladimir Nabokov, and two by the prominent Marxist thinker Georgy Lukács. 

KEYWORDS: Absurd, Bourgeois, Consciousness, Life, Death, Falsity, Deception

 

Article History 

Received: 05 Feb 2020 | Revised: 06 Nov 2020 | Accepted: 13 Mar 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Journal of Linguistics and  
Literature (IJLL)  
ISSN (P): 2319–3956; ISSN (E): 2319–3964 
Vol. 9, Issue 2, Feb–Mar 2020, 39-46 
© IASET 


